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store before us during the voyage through the night,
and the next day we cut through the Baltic after
having past more or less in quietness and found
ourselves surrounded by a regular mass of ice which
resisted with all its might the force of the steamer.
Fortunately without any mishap, which was more
than likely, the steamer got the better of the ice and
the unfavourable elements, and we reached Abo>
Harbour, after a sleepless night which was due to
the tremendous noise of crushing and breaking,
that was heard in our cabins, through the port holes^
as we passed along.
5th April was the day on which Prohibition was
declared to have been abolished, and my hosts,
therefore, took great care in selecting a hotel in the
quietest part of this city, so that I may not be dis-
turbed. The Fmlanders are modem m every sense
of the term, and displayed their American sense of
journalism, through their newspaper reporters and
invaded me at the hotel with their note-books.
There was a very clever and well-informed repre-
sentative of the Press of Helsingfors, who was
instructed over the telephone to interview me imme-
diately, and he took the lead of the deputation of
the press, which consisted of six individuals one of
them being a lady. The question put to me by the
press reporters, for the most part, related to the
Indian problem and the relationship now subsisting
between England and India, both economical and